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Corneal collagen cross-linking (CXL), FDA approved in 2016, uses ultraviolet-A light and a
photosensitizer (riboflavin — vitamin B2) to strengthen bonds in the cornea to treat keratoconus.

Corneal Crosslinking may be indicated when ALL the following are present:

1 | The provider documented a diagnosis of progressive keratoconus.

2 | Contact lenses were tried or not tolerated or the patient was not deemed to be a candidate (due to
dry eyes).
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CODE REFERENCE (This may not be a comprehensive list of codes to apply to this policy.)

0402T Collagen Crosslinking Cornea

J3490 drug injection
Date Action/Description
06/12/2019 Annual review and approval by UM Committee
06/11/2020 Annual review and approval by UM Committee
06/11/2021 Annual review and approval by UM Committee
06/10/2022 Annual review and approval by UM Committee
05/26/2023 Annual review and approval by UM/QM Committee
05/20/2024 Annual review and approval by UM/QM Committee
03/25/2025 Annual review and approval by UM/QM Committee

Page 2 of 2



