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Laser removal of vascular hamartomas (port wine stain birthmarks) may be indicated when ONE of
the following is present:

1 | The provider documented that the vascular hamartoma (port wine stain birthmark) is causing
functional impairment due to potential or actual compromise of vital structures (e.g., nose, eyes,
ears, lips, tongue or larynx).

2 | The provider documented that the vascular hamartoma (port wine stain birthmark) involves the
eyelids or periorbital tissue and results in impaired vision or strabismus.

3 | The provider documented that the vascular hamartoma (port wine stain birthmark) results in
auditory impairment or secondary speech delay (lesions located on or around the ear).

4 | The provider documented that the vascular hamartoma (port wine stain birthmark) is
symptomatic (e.g., bleeding, painful, ulcerated, prior infection).

Note: The natural history of port wine stains is to become darker and thicker over a person’s
lifetime. Darkening and thickening are not symptoms requiring removal.
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CODE REFERENCE (This may not be a comprehensive list of codes to apply to this policy.)

CPT: 17106, 17107, 17108

ICD 9: 757.32 Vascular hamartomas
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