Effective Date: 03/13/2019

Nevada Health
Solutions LLC

NHS MEDICAL POLICY

Negative Pressure Wound Therapy (Vacuum-Assisted Wound Closure)
DME 2019-001

A. Negative Pressure Wound Therapy may be initiated when ALL the following are
present:

1 | ONE or more of the following is present:

e The wound is in a difficult to dress region of the body.

e The wound is associated with a fracture or sternal infection.

e The wound is associated with a surgical procedure, skin graft or dermal substitute.
e The wound is associated with an enterocutaneous fistula.

e The patient is a diabetic.

e The wound vac was initiated in a hospital/facility before or at discharge.

2 | Standard wound management techniques were initiated before or during wound vac use.

3 | The wound is NOT associated with malignancy.

4 | The patient is NOT actively using illicit (non-prescribed) injection drugs.

B. Negative Pressure Wound Therapy may be continued when ALL the following are present:

1 | The wound is documented to be responding to treatment.

2 | The wound is documented to have the potential for further improvement.

3 | The patient is participating in wound care treatment and complying with use of the equipment.
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A. Negative Pressure Wound Therapy may be initiated when ALL the following are present:
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		ONE or more of the following is present:

· The wound is in a difficult to dress region of the body.

· The wound is associated with a fracture or sternal infection.

· The wound is associated with a surgical procedure, skin graft or dermal substitute. 

· The wound is associated with an enterocutaneous fistula. 

· The patient is a diabetic. 

· The wound vac was initiated in a hospital/facility before or at discharge.





		2

		Standard wound management techniques were initiated before or during wound vac use.  





		3

		The wound is NOT associated with malignancy. 



		4

		The patient is NOT actively using illicit (non-prescribed) injection drugs.  







B. Negative Pressure Wound Therapy may be continued when ALL the following are present:











		1

		The wound is documented to be responding to treatment.





		2

		The wound is documented to have the potential for further improvement.  





		3

		The patient is participating in wound care treatment and complying with use of the equipment.   
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